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Crucial Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Casper

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Eastern Tributaries

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Prairie stream, riparian

	Habitat Values:
	Native non-game fish species

	Reason Selected:
	Unique prairie fish assemblage for Wyoming

	Area Boundary Description:
	Shawnee Creek, Muddy Creek, LaBonte Creek, and Horseshoe Creek

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	Plains topminnow, brassy minnow, bigmouth shiner, common shiner and central stoneroller 
Boreal Toad


	Solutions or actions:
	1. Improve landowner awareness and support of the “Crucial Habitat” designation and the Department’s intent to focus on habitat preservation and enhancement in the area.  
2. Enroll private lands in conservation easements, CRP or other appropriate incentive programs to maintain native fish community habitat quality.   
3. Identify and acquire instream flows to maintain deep pool habitat and improve natural hydrologic function.  
4. Acquire baseline fish community and habitat (aquatic and riparian) data necessary for monitoring and identifying areas with enhancement potential.  
5. Implement best management practices where enhancement potential exists.  
a. Identify, promote, and implement grazing regimes beneficial to the native fish community, which may include changes in rest-frequency, animal density, distribution, timing, etc. of livestock use.  
b. Construct strategic riparian exclusions to maintain areas with overhead cover and promote woody debris recruitment to the stream.
c. Establish and maintain riparian buffers near cultivated and irrigated land to minimize nutrient and sediment inputs. 
d. Evaluate barriers to fish migration, remove barriers that impede native fish migration and secure or enhance barriers that protect native fish from downstream exotics.
e. Evaluate irrigation diversions and off-channel impoundments for potential fish loss and pursue screening to prevent entrainment.  
f. Install instream structures to restore fish habitat.
g. Conduct native fish restoration where feasible.



	Additional Information:
	

	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 257 ac (1%), 
USFS: 1,465 ac (7%), 
State: 3,724 ac (18%), 
Private: 14,827 ac (73%), 
Water: 71 ac (0%), 
Total acres: 20,344




