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Enhancement Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Casper

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Cardwell

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Riparian, wetland, cottonwood, willow

	Habitat Issues:
	Water management; spawning habitat; invasive species both in-stream and riparian

	Reason Selected:
	Productive sport fishery, but limited spawning habitat

	Area Boundary Description:
	North Platte River corridor from Pathfinder Dam to Alcova Reservoir

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	rainbow trout, brown trout

No SWAP Tier 1 species.

	Solutions or actions:
	1. Enhance spawning gravel in the Cardwell reach of the North Platte River.
2. Remove invasive species both in-stream and riparian.


	Additional Information:
	Lack of spawning gravel in the Cardwell reach of the North Platte River limits total production.
Russian olive and tamarisk are present.  Recent high water has limited the spread of these species, but return to normal flows will likely result in favorable conditions for Russian olive and tamarisk to expand.

	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 1,955 ac (42%), 
USFS: 0 ac (0%), 
Other Federal: 650 ac (14%), 
State: 503 ac (11%), 
Local Gvt: 343 ac (7%), 
Private: 993 ac (21%), 
Water: 227 ac (5%), 
Total area: 4,671 ac




