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Enhancement Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Casper

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Miracle Mile

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Riparian, wetland

	Habitat Issues:
	Water management; spawning habitat; invasive species both in-stream and riparian

	Reason Selected:
	Productive sport fishery (Blue Ribbon), but limited spawning habitat

	Area Boundary Description:
	North Platte River corridor from Kortes Dam to Sage Creek

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	rainbow trout, brown trout, cutthroat trout

No SWAP Tier 1 species.

	Solutions or actions:
	1. Enhance spawning gravels.
2. Monitor prevalence of aquatic invasive species. Educate anglers about the presence of AIS and ways to prevent spreading undesirable plant species. 
3. Continue negotiations with Bureau of Reclamation to address fishery concerns as part of their operational plans.

	Additional Information:
	Spawning gravels are limited in the Miracle Mile reach of the North Platte River. An artificial spawning structure was constructed in 2004. Recent high flows have altered the structure and reduced the area that is suitable for trout spawning. 
Curly leaf pondweed is present. A diatom species (Cymbella janischii) that is closely related to didymo is also present. Although this species of algae is native, it has the potential to form dense blooms, reducing macroinvertebrate production. 

	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 387 ac (9%), 
USFS: 0 ac (0%), 
Other Federal: 2,641 ac (61%), 
State: 438 ac (10%), 
Private: 231 ac (5%), 
Water: 620 ac (14%), 
Total area: 4,317 ac



