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Enhancement Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Casper

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Black Hills

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|_| Aquatic     |X| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Aspen/birch, riparian, wooded draw (chokecherry, hawthorne, etc.) bur oak, and ponderosa pine.

	Habitat Issues:
	The majority of aspen communities in the Black Hills has either been replaced by ponderosa pine or is experiencing significant pine encroachment.  Historic and current land and silvicultural management practices have led to this condition.  Management activities, specifically silvicultural practices (e.g., thinning, seed tree, select cut) are major limiting factors on white-tailed deer.  Moreover, these same practices have and will continue to eliminate woody draws that are beneficial to wildlife species.

As for the riparian communities along the Belle Fourche River and its major tributaries, hydrologic alterations, lack of flood events, heavy herbivory from domestic and wild herbivores have all contributed to the degradation and lack of regeneration of trees and shrubs within these communities.  Similar factors are contributing to the decline of wetland areas.

	Reason Selected:
	This area provides a unique combination of habitat values and associated issues, vegetation community diversity, and wildlife species diversity.

	Area Boundary Description:
	The boundary is a combination of level 10 HUCs, crucial big game seasonal ranges, wild turkey seasonal ranges.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	Wild turkey, white-tailed deer, mule deer, elk
Bald Eagle, Burrowing Owl, Common Loon, Ferruginous Hawk, Greater Sage-grouse, Mountain Plover, Northern Goshawk, Townsend's Big-eared Bat


	Solutions or actions:
	Work with livestock producers and USFS personnel on modifying livestock grazing management systems that promote native perennial plant re-establishment and vigor through rest, deferment, herding, season of use, duration, and intensity (stocking rates).

Work with livestock producers and USFS personnel on modifying livestock grazing management systems that seek to improve cottonwood/willow regeneration along the various streams and rivers within the area.

Work with private landowners and USFS personnel to reduce pine encroachment, specifically ponderosa pine encroachment.

Establish woody species and long term riparian habitat management plans where natural regeneration is lost due to improper past management in riparian areas.


	Additional Information:
	

	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 3,007 ac (1%), 
USFS: 108,342 ac (20%), 
Other Federal: 348 ac (0%), 
State: 39,391 ac (7%), 
Private: 396,849 ac (72%), 
Water: 49 ac (0%), 
Total area: 547,986 ac





