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Crucial Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Cody

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Spruce-fir stands

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|_| Aquatic     |X| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Spruce-fir forest.

	Habitat Values:
	Spruce-fir habitats

	Reason Selected:
	Spruce-fir habitat types are important for a multitude of wildlife species.  These habitat types occur primarily on the Shoshone and Bighorn National Forests and are characterized by conifer stands where Engelmann spruce and/or subalpine fir are dominant or co-dominant.  These stands are becoming increasingly threatened as spruce beetles have caused exceedingly high mortality of spruce trees, especially on the Shoshone National Forest.  

	Area Boundary Description:
	Boundaries of this area are delineated using Forest Service Common Vegetative Unit (CVU) data.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	 Moose, elk, mule deer, boreal owl, great grey owl.  

Bald Eagle, Boreal Toad, Burrowing Owl, Canada Lynx, Common Loon, Ferruginous Hawk, Great Gray Owl, Greater Sage-grouse, Mountain Plover, Northern Goshawk, Townsend's Big-eared Bat

	Solutions or actions:
	Although little can be done to stem the tide of insect-related mortality of spruce, work with the Forest Service to protect and maintain stands of spruce-fir.  These stands will be recommended for retention in timber management strategies or harvested only when threat of mortality from insects is inevitable.

	Additional Information:
	The primary disturbance agents in spruce-fir habitats are blowdown and insect infestations. Because spruce-fir habitats occur on wet sites, fire is not a common disturbance agent.  Fires in this habitat type are generally stand-replacement fires because of the high amount of fuels.  Because of the high level of insect-caused mortality, much of the spruce in the Cody Region is prone to stand replacing fires.  Recovery from disturbance, especially where stands are completely replaced, is slow.

	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 1,987 ac (1%), 
USFS: 277,705 ac (98%), 
Other Federal: 4 ac (0%), 
State: 698 ac (0%), 
Private: 3,225 ac (1%), 
Water: 105 ac (0%), 
Total area: 283,724 ac




