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Enhancement Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Cody

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	 Aspen Communities

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|_| Aquatic     |X| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Aspen

	Habitat Issues:
	At-risk aspen communities.  While aspen can be a climax species, most aspen communities in the Cody Region are seral to conifer and require periodic disturbance to persist.  It is estimated that there is less than half the amount of aspen communities than existed pre-settlement.  Very few aspen stands in the Cody Region are not at risk of being lost through conifer encroachment and/or extreme browsing pressure.  Loss of aspen effects hydrologic function across the landscape.

	Reason Selected:
	Aspen communities support high biological diversity and are considered one of the most important habitat types in Wyoming.  Aspen communities provide food and cover for a multitude of species.  

	Area Boundary Description:
	Boundaries of this area were delineated using known aspen distribution from various landcover map sources and refined to include aspen occurring in the Clarks Fork watershed, the Absaroka Front south of and including Carter Mountain, and the West Slope of the Bighorn Mountains north and south of Highway 14A. This area includes portions of the Medicine Lodge and Renner Wildlife Habitat Management Areas.  

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	 Moose, elk, mule deer, ruffed grouse, Columbian spotted frog, and cavity-dependent species.
Bald Eagle, Boreal Toad, Burrowing Owl, Canada Lynx, Common Loon, Ferruginous Hawk, Great Gray Owl, Greater Sage-grouse, Mountain Plover, Northern Goshawk, Townsend's Big-eared Bat


	Solutions or actions:
	It is imperative for the maintenance of aspen communities to introduce periodic disturbance, especially with the use of fire, and to keep wildlife and livestock densities at a level to allow aspen regeneration.
Specific actions recommended to enhance aspen:
1. Continue inventorying aspen stands to evaluate risk and prioritize for treatments. 
2. Coordinate with BLM, Forest Service and private land owners to plan and implement mechanical and/or prescribed fire treatments to enhance aspen communities at high-risk.
3. Promote wildland fire use for resource benefits on agency lands where aspen could be enhanced through fire.
Habitat preservation and enhancement through management of WGFC property rights and implementation of existing management goals and objectives found in the Managed Land and Access Summaries for the Medicine Lodge and Renner WHMAs.

	Additional Information:
	Most of the aspen communities are seral and, in the absence of disturbance, are replaced by conifer.  Aspen regeneration can be hampered or completely prevented by excessive browsing by both wildlife and livestock.   

	General land ownership and surface area:
		BLM: 1,322 ac (5%), 
USFS: 21,974 ac (82%), 
State: 643 ac (2%), 
Private: 2,785 ac (10%), 
Total area: 26,725 ac
	

	
	

	







