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Strategic Habitat Plan 
	Crucial Habitat Narrative

	Region:
	Green River

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Bear River Corridor


	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Stream, riparian, cottonwood, willow

	Habitat Values:
	Larger sized river that provides habitat for native fish species; a riparian system that supports significant cottonwood and willow communities.

	Reason Selected:
	The Bear River supports Bonneville cutthroat trout, leatherside chubs, and bluehead suckers.  These species of greatest conservation need warrant protection because their populations have experienced declines throughout their historic range as a result of hybridization and competition with non-native species, habitat degradation, and habitat loss.

	Area Boundary Description:
	Bear River corridor from Utah-Wyoming state line downstream to Woodruff Narrows Reservoir.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	 Leatherside chub (NSS1), bluehead sucker (NSS1), Bonneville cutthroat trout (NSS2), mountain whitefish (NSS4), mountain sucker (NSS3)
bluehead sucker, northern leatherside chub, boreal toad, Great Basin spadefoot


	Solutions or actions:
	· Advocate for water management practices that improve habitat conditions for the fishery.  
· Promote livestock grazing management practices and other land use activities that yield healthy riparian habitat and reduce excessive sediment into the river.
· Work with local landowners and sportsman organizations on instream habitat improvements to improve fish habitat in localized areas.

	Additional Information:
	Water depletions limit fish habitat and diversions impact local habitat and water quality and may entrain fish and act as passage barriers. 

Riparian plant communities are degraded and result in streambank instability and excessive sediment inputs, which decrease aquatic habitat quality. 
The upstream reach of the Bear River between the Utah-Wyoming state line and the town of Evanston is a relatively high gradient river with cobble/gravel alluvium substrate and a lack of deeper pool habitat.  Downstream of Evanston to Woodruff Narrows Reservoir the character of the river changes to a slower meandering river supporting more pools but exhibiting a moderately entrenched channel with heavy fine sediment deposition.  The Bear is a water depleted system resulting from agricultural water use that occurs extensively along the floodplain of the river throughout the drainage.  Water depletion is the primary habitat issue that limits fisheries productivity in the Bear River. Irrigation of native hay crops, in many instances, depletes river flows during the summer, thus limiting habitat function for fish.  As a result, the river supports a marginal recreational sport fishery.


	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 1,119 ac (3%), 
USFS: 0 ac (0%), 
State: 3,147 ac (9%), 
Private: 29,226 ac (86%), 
Water: 564 ac (2%), 
Total area: 34,056 ac





