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Crucial Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Green River

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Haggarty


	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Stream, willow, riparian

	Habitat Values:
	A portion of Haggarty Creek and several small tributaries provide habitat for a remnant population of genetically pure Colorado River cutthroat trout; habitat for reintroduced CRC above the Ferris-Haggarty mine in Haggarty Creek and several tributaries downstream of the mine; trout cover consisting of boulders, overhanging willows and alders, and woody debris.  

	Reason Selected:
	A portion of Haggarty Creek and several small tributaries provide habitat for a remnant population of genetically pure Colorado River cutthroat trout.  Potential exists to restore Colorado River cutthroat in the remaining portion of Haggarty Creek if the copper pollution problem is remedied.

	Area Boundary Description:
	The Little Snake River-Battle Creek – 140500030109 6th level HUC.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 

	Colorado River cutthroat trout (NSS2), boreal toad (NSS1), 
Boreal chorus frog (NSS4), northern leopard frog (NSS4),

	SWAP Tier 1       species:
	Colorado River cutthroat trout, roundtail chub, boreal toad

	Solutions or actions:
	· Environmental restoration of the Ferris-Haggarty Mine to reduce or eliminate copper discharges into Haggarty Creek.

	Additional Information:
	Although habitat for trout is favorable, copper pollution from the Ferris-Haggarty Mine has decimated the trout population from the point of discharge, elevation 9,500 feet (R86W,T14N,S16 NW) downstream approximately 4 miles. Copper concentrations are extreme (3-5mg/l), producing a biologically sterile environment to within 1 mile of Lost Creek.  A fish barrier was incorporated into the Highway 70 crossing of Haggarty Creek to provide protection from non-native trout species in the lower portion of the Battle Creek drainage in the event the copper pollution problem is solved.  

	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 0 ac (0%), 
USFS: 12,520 ac (88%), 
State: 2 ac (0%), 
Private: 1,669 ac (12%), 
Total area: 14,191 ac



