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Crucial Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Green River

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Henrys Fork River Corridor


	Habitat Area Type:
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Stream, riparian, cottonwood, willow

	Habitat Values:


                        
               
            

             
	The upstream reach of the Henry’s Fork near the Utah-Wyoming state line provides habitat for CRC and is characterized by relatively steep gradient boulder strewn course in a stair step nature; the lower two thirds of the river provide habitat for flannelmouth sucker and bluehead suckers; the Henrys Fork River corridor provides important cottonwood/willow riparian habitat diversity used by several terrestrial and aquatic wildlife species.  

	Reason Selected:
	The Henry’s Fork River provides habitat for sensitive native fish species and habitat protection is warranted.    The river corridor provides important cottonwood/willow riparian habitat diversity used by several terrestrial and aquatic wildlife species.  

	Area Boundary Description:
	The entire Henrys Fork River riparian corridor in Wyoming.

	
Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 

	Colorado River cutthroat trout (NSS2), flannelmouth sucker (NSS1), bluehead sucker (NSS1), Mountain suckers (NSS3), mottled sculpins (NSS4), speckled dace

	SWAP Tier 1       species:

	bluehead sucker, Colorado River cutthroat trout, flannelmouth sucker, boreal toad, Great Basin spadefoot, midget faded rattlesnake

	Solutions or actions:
	· Promote water management practices that improve habitat conditions for the fishery.  
· Promote sound livestock grazing management practices and other land use activities that result in healthy riparian habitat and reduce excessive sediment yield into the river.
· Advocate irrigation diversion structure modifications or replacement that accommodate fish passage.

	Additional Information:
	Issues include:
· Heavy siltation of the substrate is common in the middle and lower sections of the Henry’s Fork River.
· Silt yield from the watershed is so wide spread as to be largely uncontrollable.  
· Irrigation of native hay crops, in many instances, depletes river flows during late summer, thus diminishing habitat function for fish.  
· Irrigation diversion structures in the river may be barriers to fish passage and promotes habitat fragmentation. 
Heavy siltation of the substrate is common in the middle and lower sections of the Henry’s Fork River.  Silt deposition appears to decrease in an upstream direction.   Silt yield from the watershed is so wide spread as to be largely uncontrollable.  Undercut banks and overhanging vegetation is common but limited by low flows.  
Agricultural water use occurs extensively along the floodplain of the river throughout the drainage.  Irrigation of native hay crops, in many instances, depletes river flows during late summer, thus diminishing habitat function for fish.  Irrigation diversion structures in the river may be barriers to fish passage and promote habitat fragmentation.

	Land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 13,381 ac (42%), 
USFS: 973 ac (3%), 
State: 2,146 ac (7%), 
Private: 15,439 ac (48%), 
Water: 124 ac (0%), 
Total area: 32,063 ac



