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Crucial Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Green River

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	The Sandy


	Habitat Area Type:
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Stream, lake, riparian, wetland, willow, aspen, conifer, alpine

	Habitat Values:


                        
               
            



               


            
	In the Wind River Range, numerous cold water alpine lakes and tributary streams that are popular trout sport fisheries; the Bridger Wilderness provides near pristine aquatic wildlife habitat and affords future protection and management to encourage natural ecosystem processes.
Beaver are present in the mountainous areas of the Big Sandy tributary streams and portions of the Little Sandy River.  Beaver pond complexes provide important aquatic habitat diversity for fish and amphibians.  
The low elevation reaches of the Big and Little Sandy drainages exhibit warmer semi arid desert streams that provide habitat for native suckers and brown trout.

	Reason Selected:
	The Bridger Wilderness area provides near pristine aquatic wildlife habitat values, and affords future protection and management to encourage natural ecosystem processes.  The warm water stream reaches provide habitat for sensitive native non-game fish species that warrant protection.  

	Area Boundary Description:
	Crucial area delineation includes the combination of fifth level HUC- 1404010401, and sixth level HUCs: Little Sandy Creek- 140401040201, 140401040202, and that watershed segment of 140401040203 upstream of the confluence with Dry Sandy Creek.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 

	boreal toad (NSS1), bluehead sucker (NSS1), flannel mouth sucker (NSS1), native and non-native trout,  & greater short-horned lizard (NSS4), 

	SWAP Tier 1       species:
	bluehead sucker, flannelmouth sucker, boreal toad, Great Basin spadefoot

	Solutions or actions:
	· Burbot and white sucker populations are sympatric with native bluehead and flannelmouth sucker populations in the Big Sandy River upstream of Big Sandy Reservoir.  Native sucker population restoration potential is currently being evaluated within the crucial area, which may also involve habitat enhancement strategies.
· Advocate sound grazing and timber management practices that reduce sediment yield to aquatic habitats and improve watershed function.
· Enhance watershed segments that maintain potential for restoring aspen, willow, and other woody riparian vegetation.
· Encourage expansion of beaver colonies into suitable habitat where populations can be sustained over the long term.  
· Advocate habitat protection and attempt to minimize habitat impacts from energy development and production activities.

	Additional Information:
	· Future energy development activity is likely to occur in the lower elevations of the crucial area.
· Potential exists for a catastrophic wildfire event in the mountainous portion of the crucial area that could negatively impact aquatic wildlife.
Near the foothills of the Wind River Range, the Big and Little Sandy drainages transition gradually from cold water mountain systems to warmer semi arid desert streams that provide habitat for native suckers and brown trout.  Channel substrates in these streams at the lower elevations are dominated by shifting sand bottoms limiting deep pool development and exposed gravel riffle areas.
Beaver are present in the mountainous areas of the Big Sandy tributary streams and portions of the Little Sandy River.  Beaver pond complexes provide important aquatic habitat diversity for fish and amphibians.  Conifer encroachment of aspen habitat is also an issue in portions of this crucial area.
Oil/gas development has been minimal with only a few developments occurring, however future energy development activity is likely to occur in lower elevations.
Insects are killing conifers throughout the timbered portion of the watershed.  A catastrophic wild fire could impact fisheries by warming the water during the fire above lethal thresholds, and introduce ash and silt which will adversely affect spawning habitat and aquatic insect life.

	Land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 241,154 ac (70%), 
USFS: 62,379 ac (18%), 
Other Federal: 4,041 ac (1%), 
State: 20,330 ac (6%), 
Private: 15,104 ac (4%), 
Water: 2,594 ac (1%), 
Total area: 345,602 ac



