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Crucial Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Green River

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Upper Hams Fork


	Habitat Area Type:
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Stream, riparian, lotic wetland, willow, aspen, tall forb, alpine, reservoir

	Habitat Values:


                        
               
            


          
	The headwaters of the main stem Ham’s Fork River provide habitat for a genetically pure population of Colorado River cutthroat trout.  
Most of the tributary streams to the Ham’s Fork River on USFS lands exhibit healthy sedge and willow communities in the lower gradient areas. Some of these tributary streams support trout populations for recreational sport fishing; others support no trout, however beaver pond complexes provide good riparian wetlands for amphibian species such as boreal toads. Viva Naughton and Kemmerer City Reservoirs provide popular recreational sportfish waters. 

	Reason Selected:
	The headwaters of the Hams Fork River provide habitat for a genetically pure population of Colorado River cutthroat trout that warrants protection.  Several drainages provide important habitat for boreal toads and other amphibians and the habitat sustains a popular sport fisheries that is worthy of protection.  

	Area Boundary Description:
	Crucial area boundary is delineated as the combination of sixth level HUCs: upper Hams Fork 140401070601, 140401070603, 140401070604, 140401070605, and 140401070606.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 
	Colorado River cutthroat trout (NSS2), boreal toad (NSS1), leopard frog (NSS4), non-native trout species

	SWAP Tier 1       species:
	bluehead sucker, Colorado River cutthroat trout, boreal toad, Great Basin spadefoot

	Solutions or actions:
	· Promote sound grazing and timber management practices that reduce sediment yield to aquatic habitats and improve watershed function.
· Enhance watershed segments that maintain potential for restoring aspen, willow, and other woody riparian vegetation.
· Restore native tall forb communities throughout the watershed.
· Expand beaver colonies into suitable habitat where populations can be sustained over the long term.  
· Advocate habitat protection and minimize habitat impacts created by future energy development and production activities.

	Additional Information:
	Issues include:
· High stream flow fluctuations in the upper drainage tributaries may limit trout abundance and impact reproduction.  
· Many headwater streams also maintain extremely cold water temperatures, limiting upstream fish distribution, spawning success, and juvenile fish survival.
· Eroding banks in the lower reaches of the river is a concern because most trout cover is restricted to deep, open pools with very little bank cover.  
· The West Fork also has natural habitat limitations because of its intermittent flow patterns, which eliminates many miles of stream habitat.
· Past and present grazing use appears to have negatively impacted watershed health and function, most notably at the higher elevations. 
· Loss of healthy aspen stands to conifer encroachment is slowly deteriorating potential for watershed productivity and function.
· Insects are killing conifers throughout the timbered portion of the watershed.  A catastrophic wild fire could impact fisheries by warming the water during the fire above lethal thresholds.
· The abundant vegetation in Viva Naughton Reservoir may limit fish distribution in the hypoliminon and cause anoxic conditions leading to winterkill during some years.
Sheep and cattle use has historically occurred with sheep more common in the upper reaches and cattle in the lower reaches of USFS and BLM land.  Cattle grazing of riparian areas appears to be heavier in the lower portion of the watershed. Historic Sheep grazing has negatively impacted upland and riparian areas in the mid to upper elevations.  Degraded vegetative communities have reduced watershed function and are promoting overland flow with excessive fine sediment transport.  This fine sediment is transported and deposited over gravel substrate of the lower tributaries streams and main river, which degrades aquatic habitat conditions. Timber harvest has occurred and is primarily limited to the upper reaches of the West Fork, Indian Creek and East Fork.  Oil/gas development has been minimal and no recent activity has been observed, however future energy development is expected to occur in the Dempsey Basin area.

	Land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 65,917 ac (33%), 
USFS: 74,231 ac (38%), 
State: 10,985 ac (6%), 
Private: 44,852 ac (23%), 
Water: 1,580 ac (1%), 
Total area: 197,565 ac



