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Crucial Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Jackson

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Bluehead Sucker

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Stream, riparian, willow, cottonwood 

	Habitat Values:
	Native non-game fish spawning, rearing, and migration habitats

	Reason Selected:
	The lower reaches of Pacific, Spread, Blackrock, Lava Creeks, and Buffalo Fork sustain wild bluehead sucker populations.  Bluehead suckers are a species of concern.  These streams are sources of Snake River natural recruitment.  These crucial areas are healthy, productive, functioning riparian habitats and vegetative communities.

	Area Boundary Description:
	Pacific Creek corridor within the Lower Pacfic 6th order HUC 170401010501, Spread Creek corridor within the Snake River-Spread Creek (HUC 170401010505), Blackrock Creek corridor within the Blackrock Creek (HUC 170401010608), Lava Creek within the Lava Creek (HUC 170401010610) and Buffalo Fork corridor is within 6th order (HUCs 170401010501).  The corridors begin at the upland that drains into Pacific, Spread, Blackrock, and Lava Creeks and continue to the confluence with Buffalo Forks until the confluence of the Snake River.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	 Bluehead sucker (NSS1)


bluehead sucker, northern leatherside chub, boreal toad, Great Basin spadefoot


	Solutions or actions:
	· Improve connectivity to Snake River
· Maintain upper reaches of Pacific, Spread, Blackrock, Lava Creeks, and Buffalo Fork as free flowing
· Plan wildland fire management to enhance the stream flows after natural fire events
· Improve and maintain healthy aspen, willow, and cottonwood riparian communities using prescribed fire, mechanical treatments, and beaver management.

	Additional Information:
	

	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 0 ac (0%), 
USFS: 16,928 ac (64%), 
Other Federal: 6,865 ac (26%), 
State: 0 ac (0%), 
Private: 2,264 ac (8%), 
Water: 597 ac (2%), 
Total area: 26,654 ac




