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Enhancement Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Jackson 

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Greys River Basin 

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Stream, riparian, wetland, cottonwood, willow

	Habitat Issues:
	Lack of vegetative habitat diversity: The majority of the vegetation communities are in late to climax seral stages with little age class diversity in the entire watershed.  Declines and disappearance of aspen habitat has adverse impacts on watershed function and health.
Fish passage: Existing road culverts restrict aquatic species migration and increase sediment loading into the migration and spawning habitats.
Degradation of channel and riparian habitats:  Historic and current grazing, timber harvest, and recreational practices have resulted in channelized and eroded rivers and streams.  

	Reason Selected:
	The Greys River watershed is 319 miles of free flowing streams with historic spawning and rearing habitat for the entire native fish assemblage.  The enhancement area provides wild cutthroat trout population recruitment to the Snake River.  In addition, the Bridger Teton National Forest manages 316 miles.  There is an opportunity for cooperative enhancement projects at a watershed scale for a multitude of wildlife species.  

	Area Boundary Description:
	The entire Greys River Enhancement area is 5th Order HUC Greys River (1704010305) 

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	Snake River cutthroat trout (NSS4), mountain whitefish (NSS4), mountain sucker

boreal toad


	Solutions or actions:
	· Maintain the Greys and Little Greys Rivers and their tributaries in a connected and free flowing state
· Conduct inventories and enhancements with the BTNF, Star Valley Conservation District, and grazing permitees
· Remove fish passage barriers
· Assist federal managers in identifying and managing natural started wildland fire to enhance aspen, willow and cottonwood communities.
· Encourage and assist land managers with riparian campsite management and public education projects.
· Promote, plan, and implement large woody debris recruitment and retention projects in Greys and Little Greys Rivers.
· Assist land managers in identifying and inventorying native fish spawning and migration habitats.
· Support permitees and elk feedground managers in implementing grazing and elk feeding plans based on forage and soil conditions. 
· Encourage the investigation of beaver populations and trapping pressure.  
· Utilize beaver trapping and transplants to enhance habitats.

	Additional Information:
	

	General land ownership and surface area:	
	BLM: 45 ac (0%), 
USFS: 289,873 ac (100%), 
Other Federal: 43 ac (0%), 
State: 260 ac (0%), 
Private: 570 ac (0%), 
Water: 56 ac (0%), 
Total area: 290,847 ac




