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Crucial Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Lander

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	 Ferris Mountain / Seminoe Mountains

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|_| Aquatic     X|_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Conifer, Aspen, Mixed Mountain Shrub, Sagebrush

	Habitat Values:
	Mountain ranges have suffered from decades of active fire suppression, resulting in high conifer canopy cover values, and decreased understory shrub and herbaceous species diversity and production.  Recent wildfire and prescribed fire activity since 2010 has resulted in improved habitat conditions for focal species.  The WGFC’s Morgan Creek WHMA is located within this priority area.     

	Reason Selected:
	Declining mule deer herds and potential for bighorn sheep transplant or expansion of existing populations into suitable habitats post-fire (wild and prescribed)

	Area Boundary Description:
	Ferris Mountain and Seminoe Mountains and associated foothills

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	Bighorn Sheep, Elk, Mule Deer, Sage Grouse, Blue grouse

Bald Eagle, Black-footed Ferret, Burrowing Owl, Common Loon, Ferruginous Hawk, Great Basin Spadefoot, Greater Sage-grouse, Mountain Plover, Northern Goshawk, Townsend's Big-eared Bat 

	Solutions or actions:
	Manage areas burned by wildfire and prescribed fire.  Maintain historic fire return intervals now that large scale fires have occurred.  Control presence / invasion of undesirable vegetation (i.e. cheatgrass) post-disturbance through livestock grazing management, and use of biological and chemical methods.  Manage for aspen habitats (resprouting, regeneration) thru control of herbivory (wild/domestic), mechanical, and prescribed fire or managed wildfire treatments.  Removal / cutting of dead conifers if potential to impact seasonal movements of bighorn sheep, mule deer, or elk into suitable habitats.  Particularly in areas linking bighorn escape terrain or parturition areas where deadfall/downfall may impede movements of wild ungulates.      
Numerous perennial, intermittent, and ephemeral draws on the mountains have become more xeric due to encroachment of juniper, limber pine, and other conifers, and in some cases sagebrush spp.  Post-fire, management of riparian areas to favor deciduous species and herbaceous plant communities.  
Continue to complete fence modifications (woven to 3 or 4 wire with proper in-line spacings) to allow for easier big game passage.  Much of the priority area had been grazed by domestic sheep historically, and woven wire fences were common.  These fences likely impacted movements of pronghorn and mule deer that utilized higher elevation habitats on the flanks of the mountain ranges.  
Re-seeding in areas of high fire severity if warranted to reduce prevalence of noxious vegetation, desirable species for wild ungulate usage.  
Determine carrying capacity calculations for bighorn sheep on slopes that are above normal cattle use areas due to steepness of slope.  Sage grouse core areas within this priority area have been impacted by recent wildfire.  Recovery plans for sage grouse and their habitats should be in place, with some sign of recovery prior to planned prescribed fire ignitions on the west 1/3 of Ferris Mountain.  
An active prescribed fire program administered by the BLM has resulted in improved habitat conditions for bighorn sheep.  Recent wildfire activity has also assisted with reduction in forest canopy, providing improved habitats for bighorns, namely access to lambing and escape cover, and foraging habitats.  Again, due to fire severity, noxious weeds are present in this priority area, and a combination of chemical and biological methods are needed to assist with control and aid the area in returning to native, perennial vegetation.  Due to the size of recent fires, caution must be taken to assure that elk security cover remains in strategic locations throughout the two ranges, particularly when associated with areas of higher road densities and increased human presence levels.  

	Additional Information:
	Potential bighorn sheep transplants may occur in the Ferris Mountains in the next 3 – 5 years.  This had not been previously considered due to lack of suitable habitat caused by dominance of conifers in otherwise suitable habitats.  For long term success of a bighorn population in the Ferris’s, further habitat treatments will be necessary to allow for expansion of the herd.  The western 1/3 of Ferris also contains suitable habitats for certain life requirements of bighorns including escape / lambing and foraging.  Strong partnerships with BLM and private landowners in the area will be necessary to successfully implement projects.   
Habitat preservation and enhancement through management of the WGFC property rights, water rights and implementation of existing management objectives and goals found in the Managed Land Summary and the Habitat and Access Branch five year plans for the WHMA.  

	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 69,010 ac (64%), 
USFS: 0 ac (0%), 
Other Federal: 2,020 ac (2%), 
State: 16,520 ac (15%), 
Private: 19,702 ac (18%), 
Water: 421 ac (0%), 
Total area: 107,672 ac




