Wyoming Game and Fish Department                      	rev. 10/10/2014
Strategic Habitat Plan 

Crucial Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Lander

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	 East Fork Wind River Watershed

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Riparian, stream, cottonwood, willow, aspen, wetland  

	Habitat Values:
	Provides all the seasonal habitats needed by Yellowstone cutthroat trout and other native species.

	Reason Selected:
	This area provides all the habitat needs and connectivity for diverse fisheries to ensure future viable populations.
Genetically pure strains of Yellowstone cutthroat trout are present as well as migratory life histories
Largest, contiguous, in-tact watershed in the Lander Region primarily under management by public land managers.

	Area Boundary Description:
	East Fork Wind River (1008000104) watershed including tribal owned lands, but excluding the wilderness areas.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	Yellowstone cutthroat trout (NSS2), mountain sucker (NSS3), mountain whitefish (NSS4), lake chub (NSS3), white sucker, and longnose dace  
Yellowstone cutthroat trout, boreal toad


	Solutions or actions:
	· Preserve and enhance habitat through management of WGFC property rights, water rights and implementation of existing management objectives and goals found in the S/M WMA 10-year plan.   
· Reduce threats of hybridization and populations declines of Yellowstone cutthroat trout through management actions and regulations to limit expansion of non-native trout.
· Restore and manage beaver populations to restore riparian habitat function and create wetland habitats.
· Apply prescribed fire or other vegetation treatments to revert older age class upland communities to early seral stages, regenerate fire dependent communities (e.g. aspen), enhance water and nutrient cycling, disperse herbivores, and restore a mosaic of multi-aged communities.
· Rehabilitate or eliminate improperly designed or unnecessary road and culvert crossings that are contributing to channel and riparian degradation.
· Construct fences (e.g. seep and springs exclosures, corridor fences, riparian pastures) and water developments with cooperating landowners to facilitate reduced frequency, duration, and intensity of grazing, disperse livestock and passively restore upland and riparian community function.
· Assist landowners with the proper planning and installation of irrigation diversions to remove fish movement barriers.
· Promote water management strategies that leave adequate water in streams to maintain or improve fish habitat and stream

	Additional Information:
	Part of the drainage lies within the Wind River Reservation, which requires coordination with USFWS and Tribal managers to effectively manage for functioning habitat and healthy fish populations.

	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 6,150 ac (4%), 
USFS: 54,709 ac (37%), 
Other Federal: 33,588 ac (23%), 
State: 45,518 ac (31%), 
Private: 6,655 ac (5%), 
Water: 697 ac (0%), 
Total area: 147,317 ac




