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Crucial Habitat Area Narrative


	Region:
	Pinedale

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Bench Corral 

	Habitat Area Type:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Aquatic      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Terrestrial     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Combined

Sagebrush, mountain shrub, aspen, riparian

	Habitat Values:
	A specific migration route between North Piney Staging Area and Bench Corral Feedground has been identified with elk GPS collars through this area.  Also, elk have been known to use this area when snow conditions allow for free ranging which decreases potential for transmission of brucellosis during the spring season.  This area is also used as summer habitat for pronghorn, and seasonally by sage grouse.    

	Reason Selected:
	This area contains habitats crucial to elk that migrate to and from Bench Corral Feedground and important pronghorn summer habitat.    

	Area Boundary Description:
	The west half of Bench Corral to the Bridger Teton National Forest boundary.  

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6):
	Elk, pronghorn, sage grouse, sagebrush obligates

	SWAP Tier 1       species:


	Bald Eagle, Boreal Toad, Burrowing Owl, Canada Lynx, Common Loon, Ferruginous Hawk, Great Basin Spadefoot, Great Gray Owl, Greater Sage-grouse, Mountain Plover, Northern Goshawk, Townsend's Big-eared Bat

	Solutions or actions:
	Develop cooperative management agreements with BLM, USFS, State Land Board, private landowners, and others to maintain open spaces and healthy ecosystem functions.  This may include grazing strategies, vegetation treatments, travel management plans, etc.

Develop management agreements with oil and gas operators and BLM that protect or maintain wildlife habitat.  Surface disturbing activities (gas development, subdivisions, gravel pits, etc) should be limited and done with stipulations or restrictions to prevent winter activity or unnecessary destruction of habitat when possible.  
Grazing management improvements could include a rest-rotation system to allow for alternating spring use areas, adjusting intensity or duration, or leaving standing forage for wildlife utilization.  

Potential high priority mitigation projects on private lands include conservation easements and management plans.

	Additional Information:
	Drought over the past decade or more is impacting many of the vegetation communities in this area. 

	Land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 57,783 ac (66%), 
USFS: 288 ac (0%), 
State: 3,473 ac (4%), 
Private: 25,658 ac (29%), 
Water: 3 ac (0%), 
Total area: 87,205 ac


