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Enhancement Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Pinedale

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Cottonwood 

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Mixed mountain shrub, aspen, riparian, willow, conifer, tall forb, stream.

	Habitat Issues:
	Poor condition of key plant communities (e.g. aspen, riparian, sagebrush and tall forb).  Aspen communities are heavily encroached by conifers and sagebrush due to lack of disturbance, historic fire suppression and browsing. Mountain big sagebrush communities are decadent and have not had disturbance for many years. Additional issues include sediment from logging, stream channel conditions from historic tie-drives, sediment and runoff from roads, fish passage constraints from culverts, fish passage limitations at diversions, fish loss to diversions, threats from proposed extensive oil and gas development, habitat destruction from recreational activities, livestock grazing management and threats from nonnative trout species. 

	Reason Selected:
	There exists an opportunities to achieve large-scale improvements in the ecological conditions of aspen, tall forb, and riparian communities through aspen regeneration projects and management of the Triple Peak Forage Reserve. This area has a conservation population of Colorado cutthroat trout (CRC) with high quality genetics and a diverse assemblage of other native aquatic and terrestrial species. Cutthroat trout in South Cottonwood are threatened by nonnative trout species (other cutthroat subspecies and brook trout) and restoration opportunities exist, particularly in Bare Creek.

	Area Boundary Description:
	The Cottonwood Creek watershed (HUC 1404010106) on public land.  The west, north and south boundaries are watershed divides but the east boundary is the boundary between BLM and private land. 

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 

	 Naturally reproducing populations of sportfish, mountain whitefish (NSS4), mountain sucker, northern leopard frog (NSSU), mottled sculpin, Boreal chorus frog.

	SWAP Tier 1       species:
	Colorado River cutthroat trout, flannelmouth sucker, boreal toad, Great Basin spadefoot

	Solutions or actions:
	Work with USFS, BLM, and grazing permittees to develop agreements and livestock grazing management schemes that allow watershed conditions to improve to full ecological potential.  Progressive AMPs are needed to ensure browsing of aspen suckers does not prevent objectives from being met. Protect and enhance remaining tall forb communities. Complete the AMP for the TPFR and continue the associated monitoring efforts to make appropriate adjustments to meet objectives. Inventories and assessments should be completed for all aspen communities throughout the watershed with recommendations for management actions required to reestablish these communities to natural historic (pre-settlement) levels and conditions, an aggressive watershed-scale treatment plan that includes the use of wildland fires should be developed and implemented. Pursue large-scale aspen regeneration projects and beaver reintroductions, supplemented with aspen supplies for dam building materials. The affects of browsing by big game needs to be closely monitored and populations (particularly elk) carefully managed while treatments are being implemented to ensure objectives are met.   Develop alternative locations to alleviate grazing pressure/demands (i.e., forage reserves / grass banks) to increase opportunities to implement successful vegetation treatment projects.
Restoration opportunities that protect cutthroat trout genetics and population density are available in North Cottonwood watersheds and should be pursued to preserve the genetic characteristics of Maki Creek fish.  Enhancement opportunities are necessary in South Cottonwood watershed to enhance population density and fish genetics by removing nonnative trout species and by protecting and/or enhancing Bare Creek source population.

	Additional Information:
	This area includes two projects underway by the Bridger-Teton National Forest.  The Maki Aspen treatment was mechanically pretreated in 2006 and 2007.  Prescribed burns are planned in 2008 (or the next available burn window) to burn conifer slash under aspen stands.  This burn will also include sagebrush stands in need of disturbance in close association with the aspen units.  The entire project will result in over 2000 acres of habitat treated. The second project is the Cottonwood II Vegetation Enhancement project, which the BTNF anticipates implementing in 2008.  This project compliments the Maki project with similar vegetation objectives to enhance aspen regeneration in heavily confer encroached areas and will provide a large area of treatment to prevent over utilization conditions from ungulates. Another on-going project is the BLM’s Wyoming Front Aspen Restoration Project. This watershed provides diverse habitats that continue to support a wide variety of native species. However, a combination of past and current activities have altered upland and riparian vegetation communities and affected stream channel morphology and aquatic habitats. 

	General land ownership and surface area:
		BLM: 10,741 ac (17%), 
USFS: 48,322 ac (77%), 
State: 649 ac (1%), 
Private: 3,422 ac (5%), 
Total area: 63,134 ac
	

	
	






