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Enhancement Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Pinedale

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Pine Creek Corridor 

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	|X| Aquatic       |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Riparian, stream

	Habitat Issues:
	Stream habitats for trout, whitefish and other aquatic species in Pine Creek are limited by the condition of riparian communities, channel confinement, flow regulation, sediment and runoff from roads, urban development, fish passage limitations at diversions, fish loss to diversions, and impacts on habitat from recreational activities.

	Reason Selected:
	Pine Creek flows through the town of Pinedale and supports a variety of aesthetic, recreational, and fishing opportunities valued by this community and its visitors.  For the past decade or more numerous partners, including WGFD, have collaborated to implement a variety of strategies and projects to maintain and enhance aquatic habitats in this important community stream.  These partners recently agreed to work cooperatively to develop a comprehensive corridor habitat plan for the 1.6 mile segment of Pine Creek through the town of Pinedale.        

	Area Boundary Description:
	A corridor, 1/8 mile wide on each side,  has been delineated along the 4.6 mile segment of Pine Creek from its confluence with the New Fork River, upstream to Fremont Lake. 

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 
	Sportfish, whitefish (NSS4), mountain sucker (NSS3), speckled dace, mottled sculpin (NSS4), Boreal chorus frogs

	SWAP Tier 1       species:
	flannelmouth sucker, roundtail chub, boreal toad, Great Basin spadefoot

	Solutions or actions:
	The Upper Green River Chapter of Trout Unlimited, the Town of Pinedale, U.S. Forest Service, and WGFD have agreed to cooperatively develop a comprehensive corridor habitat plan for this segment of Pine Creek. Riparian and stream channel habitats will be evaluated and areas with potential for habitat enhancement identified.  Examples include unstable banks, disconnected wetlands and floodplains, and sites where fish spawning, rearing, and holding habitats can be improved.

	Additional Information:
	The identification of this “Enhancement Area” and support for development of this plan represents a more coordinated and comprehensive continuation of past efforts.  The Town of Pinedale recently acquired a tract of “Park Land” in this corridor area.  

	General land ownership and surface area:
		BLM: 102 ac (9%), 
USFS: 101 ac (9%), 
State: 0 ac (0%), 
Private: 975 ac (82%), 
Water: 10 ac (1%), 
Total area: 1,188 ac
	







