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Crucial Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Sheridan

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Black Hills Aspen and Riparian Communities

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Aspen, willow, riparian, wetland

	Habitat Values:
	Functional riparian habitats connected to their channels that resist flood damage, store water, provide shade to moderate stream temperatures, and provide food and cover for fish and herpetofauna; and an aspen mosaic across the landscape that retains water in the collection basin and provides food and dam-building materials for beaver.      

	Reason Selected:
	Aspen and riparian willow (sometimes oak and boxelder) communities provide seasonal food and cover for a variety of fish and wildlife, provide roughness along stream courses to stabilize streambanks during bank-full or over-bank flow events, and sustain beaver, which in turn, enhance riparian water storage, and provide pools and shallow wetlands for fish, herpetofauna, and other wildlife.      

	Area Boundary Description:
	The delineated areas represent 8th-level watersheds where aspen, riparian aspen, and willow riparian types occur.  The delineations were supported by Black Hills National Forest vegetation inventory databases.  The area encompasses portions of the Beaver (10120107), Upper Belle Fourche (10120201), Lower Belle Fourche, (10120202), and Redwater (10120203) sub-basins.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 

SWAP Tier 1       species:

	Beaver, finescale dace (NSS2), mountain sucker, herpetofauna, sport fisheries, big game

No SWAP Tier 1 species.

	Solutions or actions:
	· Cooperate with public land managers to maintain wildlife and livestock densities at levels that allow willow and aspen regeneration.
· Promote herbivore management strategies with private lands cooperators that perpetuate aspen and willow communities.
· Initiate or assist landowner and public awareness efforts to gain support to address problems, and promote appropriate solutions.
· Promote treatments to retain or expand aspen, riparian aspen, and willow communities where herbivore management allows.
· Cooperate with land managers to monitor management trends.
· Cooperate with land managers to transplant beaver to suitable, but unoccupied habitats when natural immigration from nearby sources appears unlikely.
· Promote retaining and managing beaver populations to enhance channel and riparian connectivity, augment bank storage, and increase food and cover for fish and amphibians.
· Promote allowing prescribed natural fire management on public lands where aspen and willow expansion are likely.
· Promote timber management practices that expand aspen and deciduous riparian communities along streams while protecting hydrologic function along stream corridors.

	Additional Information:
	Dominant land uses include livestock grazing, logging, recreation, farming, and irrigation.  Energy development and mining are on the increase.  The potential for land subdivision is moderate to high around the boundary of the Black Hills National Forest, and on private in-holdings within the Forest boundary.

Many aspen and riparian types are seral components of the landscape.  Conifer encroachment (shading), natural pathogens, fire suppression, declining beaver activity, hydrologic alterations, and heavy ungulate browsing are factor contributing to the decline of these seral communities.  Active management of landscape disturbance regimes and browsing is necessary to retain or expand these types.

Heavy browsing often limits options to actively regenerate and expand deciduous riparian and aspen, and improve stream corridor function.  Regeneration treatments cannot be effective and should not occur unless browsing use can be maintained in-line with (or reduced below on an interim basis) available browse resources.      

	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 601 ac (0%), 
USFS: 157,974 ac (58%), 
Other Federal: 1,000 ac (0%), 
State: 6,308 ac (2%), 
Private: 106,275 ac (39%), 
Total area: 272,158 ac



