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South Wind River Mule Deer 
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South Wind River Mule Deer 
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South Wind River Mule Deer 
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South Wind River Mule Deer 
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Sweetwater Mule Deer 



Sweetwater Mule Deer 
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Sweetwater Mule Deer 
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Sweetwater Mule Deer 
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Sweetwater Mule Deer 
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Mule Deer Declines are not a NEW 
Issue or Unique to Wyoming 

• Habitat degradation 

– Mineral Development 

– Roads 

– Subdivisions  

– Fences and other barriers 
impacting movement of free 
ranging wildlife 

– Shrub Condition 

– Nutrition 

• Climate/Weather  

• Predation  

• Competition from other Animals 

• Disease  

 



Habitat Quality 



Habitat Improvement Projects 



Habitat Quality Impacted by  
Weather (Drought) 
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Habitat Quality – Most Important in 
Transition (Migration) Periods and Winter 



Habitat Degradation 

Rural Development 

Conifer Encroachment in Aspen 



Conservation Easements 

• Since 1980, over 33,000 acres of private lands have been protected  
(Conservation Easements, WGFC Lands, TNC Lands) along with BLM, 
State Lands, and National Forest preserving open space, wildlife 
habitat, and agricultural uses.  



Predators 



Diseases, Parasites 

CWD Samples since 2000 (all negative) 

EHD (Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease) 



Competition from other Animals 
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Expectations? 


